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Canadian kids 2-6 are using tech devices on their own: report

The latest MTM Jr. youth media study found that 70% of young children are able to usesome form of
technology unaided.

From connected TVs to tablets, computers and game consoles, Canadian kids are using technology on their
own — even pre-schoolers.

The latest MTM Jr. report, “I Can Do This,” found that 70% of children aged two to six can use some form of
tech unaided.

They’re playing games, reading stories and watching video via SVOD (80%) or traditional TV(71%).

The device most used by that age group (62%) is a tablet. Among the youngest children, two- and three-
year-olds, 26% use a tablet on their own, while 56% of four- to six-year-olds use tablets unaided.
Independent use of tablets is equal between boys and girls — 45% and 46%, respectively. But anglophone
kids are more likely to be able to use a tablet on their own than are francophone kids,50% versus 33%.

Less common among the two- to six-year-old age group are cellphones (36%) and computers(35%).

Only about one-fifth of young kids can use a cellphone unaided, and independent use of a computer is rare:
even though computers and laptops are found in most homes with children(94%), just one in eight kids two
to six years old can operate a computer unaided.

Use of game consoles is even more uncommon, though nearly three-quarters (74%) of young Canadian kids
live in a household with a game console. Of those who used one in the past month,half can do so unaided; of
those who haven’t used one in the past month, just 6% can play on their own.

More anglophone kids use cellphones (22%) and computers (13%) independently than francophones (17%
and 7%). However, more francophone kids than anglophones use game consoles on their own, 20% versus
16%. Boys are twice as likely to be able to use a game console by themselves compared to girls — 22% and

11%, respectively.
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